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: In this discourse, founded on an an-

cient epigram repeated by Christ, Dr.
Talma illustrates the folly of being
'very particular nbout Insignificant
things while neglectful of vast con- -,

eerna. The text in Matthew 23:24, "Ye
blind guides, which strain at a gnat

nd swallow n camel."
A proverb is compact wisdom, know-

ledge in chunks, a library in a sentence,
the electricity of many clouds dis-

charged in one bolt, a river put through
a mill race. When Christ quotes the
proverb of the text, He "means to set
forth the ludicrous behavior of those
who make a great bluster about small
ins and have no appreciation of great

ones. In tny text a small insect and a
large quadruped fire brought into co-
mparisona gnat and ' a camel. You
lore In museum or on the desert seen
the hitter, a great awkward, spraw-
ling creature, with back two stories
iigu and stomach having a collection
of reservoirs for desert travel, an ani-

mal forbidden to the Jews as food, and
In many literatures entitled "the ship
of the desert." The gnat spoken of in
the text is in the grub form. It Is born
in pool or pond, after a few weeks be-

comes a chrysalis, and then after a few
4laya becomes the gnat as we recognize
it. But the insect spoken of in the text
is in its very smallest shape, and it yet
inhabits the water, for my text is a mis-

print, and ought to read "strain out a
ffnat"

My text shows yon the prince of in-

consistencies. A man, after long
who has formed the Mispi-cio- n

that in a cupful of water he is
About to drink, there is a grub or the

. of a gnat. He goes and
.gets a sieve or a strainer, lie takes the
water and pours it through the sieve in
the broad light. lie Bays: "I would
rather do anything almost than drink
this water unt!' this lurva be extir-
pated." This water is brought under
inquisition. The experiment is suc-

cessful. The water rushes through the
sieve and leaves against the side of the
sieve the grub or gnat. Than the man
carefully removes the insect and drinks

.' the water in placidity. But going out
one day, and hungry, he devours a
"ship of the desert," the camel, which
the Jews were forbiddcnvto eat. The
gastronomer has no compunctions of
conscience. He suffers from no indi-

gestion. He puts the lower jaw under
the camel's forefoot; and his upper jaw
over the hump of the camel's back, and
tfives one swallow and the dromedary
disappears forever. He strained out a
goat, he swallowed a camel.

While Christ's audience was yet
smiling nt the appotiteness and wit of
Ml illustration for smile they did, un-

less they were too stupid to understand
the hyperbole Christ practically said
tj them: "That is you." Punctilious

- about small things; reckless about af-

fairs of great magnitude. Ho subject
ever winced under a surgeon's knife
snore bitterly than did the Pharisees
under Christ's scalpel of truth. As an
anatomist will take a human body to
pieces and put the pieces tinder a mi-

croscope for examination, so Christ
finds His way to the heart of the dead
Fharisce and cuts it out and puts it

- under the, glass of inspection for all
generations to examine. Those Phari-
sees thought that Christ would flatter
them and compliment them, and how
they must have writhed under the red-h-

words as He said: "Ye fools, ye
whitrd sepulchero, ye blind guides,

" which strain out a gnat and swallow a
camel."

There are in our day a great many
gnats strained out and a great many
camels swallowed, and it is the object
of tbis sermon to sketch a few persons
who are" extensively engaged in that
business.

First, I remark that all those minis-
ters of the Gospel who are very scrupu-
lous about the conventionalities of re-

ligion, but put no particular stress up-

on matters of vast importance, are
photographed in the text. Church serv-

ices ought to be grave and solemn.
There is no room for frivolity in re-

ligions convocation, but there are il-

lustrations, and there are hyperboles
like that of Christ in the, text thut will

' Irradiate with smiles any intelligent
audience. There are men like those

, blind guides of the text xvho advocate
only those things in religious service
which draw the comers of the mouth
down and denounce ail those things
which have a tendency to draw the cor-

ners of the mouth up, and these men
will go to installation and to pres-
byteries, and to conferences, and to as-

sociations, their pockets full of fine
' sieves to strain out the gnats, while in

their own churches at home every tiun-ds-y

there are SO people sound asleep.
TBey make their churches s great
dormitory, and their somniferous ser-

mons are a cradle and the drawled out
hymns a lullaby, while some wakeful
soul in a pew, with her tan, keeps the
flies off unconscious persons npproxi- -

- mate. Now, I say it is worse to sleep in
church than to smile In church, for the
latter implies at least attention, while

the former implies the indifference of
the bearers and the stupidity of the
speaker.

In old age, or from physical Infirm-'t-

or from long watching with the
- nick, drowsiness will sometimes over-oow-

one, but when a minister of tn
iGospel looks off upon an audience and
Ands healthy and intelligent people
struggling with drowsiness it is time
for him to give out the doxology or

'. pronounce the benediction. The great
fault of church services y is not
too much vivacity, but too much som-

nolence. The one is an irritating gnat
that may be easily strained out, the
jsther is a great sprawling and sleepy-eye- d

enmei of the dry desert. In all our
' Babbath schools, in all our Itible

classes, in all our pulpits, we need to
brighten up our religious message w'ith
neb Christlike vivacity as we find in

the text.
John Bunyan's writings are as full of

tumor as they are of saving truth, aud
there is not an aged man here who has
ever read "Pilgrim's Progress" who
JLot not remember that while reading

it lie smiled as often as he wept. Chrys-osto-

George Herbert, Robert gouth,
George VVhitsfleld, Jeremy Taylor, Row-
land Hill, Ashael Nettletoon, Charles 0.
Finney and all the men of the past who
greatly advanced the kingdom of "God
consecrated their wit and their humor
to the cause of Christ. So it has been in
all the ages, and I say to all our young
theological students, sharpen your
wits until they are as keen as scimiters
uud then take them into this holy war.
It is very short bridge between a smile
and a tear, a suspension bridge from eye
to lip, and it is soon crossed over, and
a smile is sometimes just as sacred as a
tear. There is as much religion, and, I
think, a little more, in a spring morn-
ing than in a starless midnight. Re-

ligious work without any humor or wit
in it Is a banquet with a side of beef,
and that raw, and no condiments and no
dessert succeeding. People will not sit
flown to such a banqtiet. By all meins
remove nil frivolity and all pathos and
all lightness and vulgarity. Strain them
out through the sieve of holy discrimi-
nation, but, on the other hand, beware
of that monster which overshadows the
Christian church y conventional-
ity coming up from the great Sahara
desert of ecclesiasticism, saving on its
back a hump of sanctimonious gloom,
and vehemently refuse to swnllow that
camel.

Oh, how particular a great many peo-
ple are about the infinitesimals while
they are quite reckless about the magni-
tudes! What did Christ say? Did He
not excoriate the people In his time who
were so careful to wash their hands be-

fore a meal, but did not wash their
hearts? It is a bad thing to have un-
clean hands. It is a worse thing to have
an unclean heart, now many people
there are In our time who are very anx-
ious that after their death they shall be
buried with their faces toward the east
uud not at all anxious that during their
whole life they should face in the right
direction, so that they shall come up in
the resurrection of the just, whichever
way they are buried ! Bow many there
are chiefly anxious that a minister of
the Gospel shall come in the line of
apostolic succession, not caring so
much whether he comes from Apostle
Taul or Apostle Judas! They have a
way of measuring a gnat until it is
larger than a camel.

Again, my subject photographs all
those who are abhorrent of small sins
while they are reckless in regard to
magnificent thefts. You will find
many a merchant who, while he is so
careful that he would not take a yard
of cloth or a spool of cotton from the '

counter without paying for it, and who,
if a bank cashier should make a mistake
and send in a roll of bills five dollars too
much, would dispatch a messenger in
hot haste to return the surplus, yet who
will go into a stock company, in which
after awhile he gets control of the
stock, and then waters the stock and
makes $100,000 appear like $200,000.
He only stole $100,000 byi the operation.
Many of the men of fortune made their
wealth In that way.

One of those men engaged in such un
righteous nets that tvening, the evening
of the very day when he watered the
stock, will find a wharf rat stealing a
daily paper from the basement doorway
and will go out and catch the urchin by
the collar and twist the collar so tightly
the poor fellow has no power to say thnt
it was thirst forkqowledge that led him
to the dishonest act, but grip the collar
tighter and tighter, saying: "I have
been looking for you a king while. You
stele my paper four or five times,
haven't you, you miserable wretch?"
And then the old stock gambler, with a
voice they can hear three blocks, will
cry out: "Police, police!" That same
man the evening of the day in which he
watered the stock will kneel with his
family In prayers and thank God for the
prosperity of the day, then kiss his chil-

dren good night with an air which
seems to say: "I hope you ull will grow
up to be as good as your father." Pris-
ons for sins insectile in size, but palaces
for crimes dromedarian. No mercy for
sins animalcule in proportion, but great
leniency for mastodon iniquity. A poor
bojt slyly takes from the basket of a
market woman a choke pear saving
some one else from the cholera and
you smother him in the horrible at-

mosphere of Raymond street jail or
New York tombs, while his cousin, who
lias been skillful enough to steal $50,000

from the city, you make a candidute fur
the state legislature.

There is a good deal of uneasiness
and nervousness now among some peo-
ple in our time who have got unright-
eous fortunes a great deal of uneasi-
ness about dynamite. I tell them thut
God will put under their unrighteous
fortunes somethingmore explosive than
dynamite the earthquake of His om-

nipotent indignation. It is time that
we learn In America that sin is not ex-

cusable in proportion" as It declares
large dividends and has outriders in
equipage. Many a man is riding to per-

dition, postilion ahead and lackey be-

hind. To steal one copy of a newspa-
per is a gnat; to steal many thousands
of dollars is a camel. There is many a
fruit dealer who would not consent to
Bteal a basket of peaches from a neigh-
bor's stall, but who would not scruple
to depress the fruit market, and as long
a8it can remember we have heard every
summer the peach crop of Maryland is
a failure, and by the time the crop
comes in the misrepresentation makes
a difference of millions of dollars. A

man who would not stsal one basket of
peaches steals 50,000 baskets of peaches.

Go down into the public library, in
the reading-room- and see the newspa-
per reports of the crops from ail parts
of the country, and their phraseology is
very much the same, and the same men
wrote them, methodically and infa-
mously carrying out the huge lying
about the grain crop from year to year
and for .a score of years. After awhile
there will be a "corner" in the whent
market, and the men who had a con-

tempt for petty theft will burglarize
Jlie wheat bin of a nation and commit
larceny upon the American corn crib.
Amlsomeof the men will lit In churches
and in reformatory institutions trying
to strain out the small gnats of scoun-drelis-

while in their grain elevators
and in their storehouses they are fat-

tening large camels which they expect
after awhile to swallow. Society has to
be entirely reconstructed on this sub-

ject. We are to find that a sin is inex-

cusable in proportion as it is great. I
know in our time the tendency is to
charge religious frauds upon good men.
They say: "Oh, what a host of frauds
you have In the church of God in this
dayl" And when the elder of a church,
or s deacon, or a minister of the Gospel;

or s superintendent ot a Sabbath school
turns out a defaulter, what displiy
heads there are in many of the newspa-
pers! Great primer type. Five-lin- e

pica. "Another Saint Absconded,"
"Clerical Scoundrelism," "Religion at a
Discount," "Shame on the Churches,"
while there are a thousand scoundrels
outside the church to one insula ' the
church, and the misbehavior of those
who never see the Inside of a church
is so great that it is enough to tempt
a man to become a Christian to get out
of their company. But lie all circles,
religious and Irreligious, the tendency
is to excuse sin in proportion as it is
mammoth. Even John Milton In his
"Paradise. Lost," while he condemns
Satan, gives such a grand description ot
him you have hard work to withhold
your admiration. Oh, this straining
out of small sins like gnats and this
gulping down great Iniquities like cam-
els!

Thin subject does not give the plot ure
of one or two persons, but is a galiery iu
which thousands of people may see
their likenesses. For instance, all those
people who, while they would not rob
their neighbors of a farthing, appropri-
ate the money and the treasure of the
public. A man has a house to sell, ar.d
he tells his customer it is worth $20,-00- 0.

Next day the assessor comes
around aud the owner says it is worth
$15,000. The government of the United
States took oil the tax from personal
income, among other reasons, because
so few people would tell the truth, and
many a man with an income of hun-
dreds of dollars a day made statements
which seemed to imply he was about to
be handed over to the overseers of the
poor. Careful to pay their passage from
Liverpool to New York, yet smuggling
in their Saratoga trunk ten silk dresses
from Paris and a half dozen watches
from Geneva, Switzerland, telling the
custom house officer on the wharf:
"There is nothing In that trunk but
wearing apparel," ond putting a

gold piece in his hund to punctu-
ate the statement.

Described in the text are all those
who are particular never to break the
law of grammar and who want all their
language nn elegant specimen of syn-
tax, straining out ull the Inaccuracies
of speech with a fine sieve of literary
criticism, w hile through their conversa-
tion go slander and innuendo and pro-
fanity and falsehood larger than a
whole caravan of camels, when they
might better fracture every law of the
language and shock their intellectual
tasteand better let every verb seek in
vain for its nominative and every noun
for its government, and let every prepo-
sition '.ose its way in the sentence, and
adjectives and participles and pro-
nouns get into a grand riot worthy of
the Fourth ward of New York on elec-
tion day, than to commit a moral inac-
curacy. Better swallow a thousand
gnats than one camel.

Such persons are also described in
the text who ore very much alarmed
about the small faults of others and
have no alarm nbout their own great
transgressions. There are in everyt:om-munit- y

and in every church watchdogs
who feel called upon tp keep their eyes
on, others and growl. They are full of
suspicions. They wonder if this mun
Is not dishonest, if thut man is not un-
clean, if there is not something wrong
about the other man. They are always
the first to hear of anything wrong.
Vultures are always the first to smell
carrion. They ore de-

tectives. I lay this down as a rule with-
out any exception, that tho.se people
who have the most faults themselves
are most merciless in their wntchings
of others. From scalp of head to sole
of foot they are full of jealousies and
hypercritieisnis. They spend their life
in hunting for muskrats and mud
turtles instead of hunting for Rocky
mountain eagles, always for something
mean instead of something grand.
They look at their neighbors' Imper-
fections through o microscope and look
at their own imperfections through a
telescope upside down. Twenty faults
of their own do not hurt them so much
as one fault of somebody else. Their
neighbors' imperfections are like gnats,
and they strain them out; their own im-

perfections are like camels, and they
swallow them.

But lest too many might think they
escape the scrutiny of the text, I have
to tell you that we all come under the
Divine satire when we make the ques-

tions of time more prominent than the
questions of eternity. Come, now, let
us all go Into the confessional. Are not
all tempted to make the question:
Where Bhnll I live now? greuter than
the question: Where shall I live for-

ever? How shall I get more dollars
here? greater than the question: , How
shall I lay up treasures in Heaven? The
question: How shall I pay my debts
to man? greater than the question;
How shall I meet my obligations to
Godr? The question: How shall I gain
the world? greater than the question;
What If I lose my soul? The question:
Why did God let sin come into the
world? grcaterthan the question: How
sl.all 1 get it extirpated from my
nature? The question: Whatshall I
do with the 20 or 40 or 70 years of my
sub-lun- existence? greater than the
question: What shall do with the mil-

lions of cycles of my post terrestrial
existence? Time how small it is!
Jiternity how vast it Is! The former
more Insignificant in comparison with
the latter than a gnat is insignificant
when compared with a camel. We
dodged the text We said: "That docs
not mean ine, aud that does not mean
me," and with a ruinous benevolence w e
are giving the whole sermon awuy.

But let us all surrender to the
charge. What an ado about things
here! What poor preparation for a
great eternity! As though a minnow
were larger than a behemoth, as though
a swallow took wider circuit than au
albatross, as though a nettle were taller
than a Lebanon cedar, as though a gnnt
were greater than a camel, as though,
a minute were longer than a century,
ns though time, were higher, deeper,
broader than eternity. So the text
which flashed with lightning of wil ns
Chist uttered it is followed by the
crashing thuYiilcrs of awful caiastrophe
to those who make the qMMtioii of
time greater than the questions of the
future, the oncoming, overshadowing
future. Oh! Eternity Eternity! Eter
nity!

A Selfish Motive.
"When a man makes fun of woman's

curiosity," remarked .the lady philoso-
pher, "it is merely because he wants
to get her out of the habit of inquir
ing where he has been when be comes
home at four o'clock iu the morning,"
N. Y. Journal.

'

BJTTLE OF CHICKAMAUGA.

It BroosM Dlaaatrr Ipoo too Old
Moo's Bos; Pea sod

Ilea Rout.

I stopped at the farmhouse on the
battlefield of Chickamaugn and asked
the old farmer sitting on the doorstep
if he lived there when the battle was
fought and could give me any particu-
lars about it.

"Yes, sah lived right yere," he re-

plied as he stood up, "and I shall never
forgit that fout. When I got up in the
mawnin' and when out to milk I seen
about 1,000,000 Yankee soldiers around."

"Thar was 4,000,000 of 'ein, Samuel,"
sorrected his wife. .

"Yes, 4,000,000, sah, and they had
guns and swords and was powerful mad
about suthin'. I was lookin' around for
the cow when a monstrously powerful
gineral rode up to me and axed if they
might bev a fout on my land. I told
him I'd see the ole woman and let him
know."

"And I said I reckoned they mought,
if they'd be keerful of the garden sa'ss
and not let the pigs out," udded the
woman.

Yes, that's what you said," con
tinued the husband, "and when I went
out to feed the hawgs I told the gineral

'WHY, WHAT AR' YO' LOOKIN' FUR,
8TRANQEB?"

io. He seemed powerful pleased about
it and said he wouldn't forgit my kind-

ness. I was feedln' the calf when an-

other monstrously powerful gineral
rode up and wanted to know if he could
git some breakfast. I told him I'd see
the ole woman and let him know.

"And I said he could if he paid fur it,"
put In the wife. ;

"Yes, that's exactly what you said,
Hanner, and I went out and told him so.
He smiled and bowed and made his boss
prance around, and bimeby he cum in.
He ate six 'taters, three slices of fried
pork and a monstrous sight of bread
ind butter. I axe4.him if he was mad
at the oonfeds, anTt lie said he was. I
sxed him why, and he said he'd dun for-

got, but was mud all over jest the same
and was' bound to give 'em down the
kentry. I told him it was again the
Bible to fight."

"So did 1," added the wife.
"Yes, I remember you told him so,

and he didn't deny it. He was jest goin'
to pay fur his breakfast when another
monstrously powerful gineral rode up
and axes fur me and wants to know if
he kin fout oa my land. He was a con-fe-

and he was bust in' mud. I told him
I'd see the ole woman about it and let
him know."

"And I says he kin fout if he didn't
tip over the rain bar'l or break down
the plum trees."

"That's what you said, Hanner, and
I'll swear to it, and the Yankee was so
npsot that he went away and didn't pay
fur his breakfast. Then the con fed said
he was hungry, and h.e ate five 'taters,
fo' slices of fried pork and heaps and
heaps of bread and butter. I axed him
what he was mad at, and he said them
dratted Yanks had stole his feather
bed. 1 told him it was agin the Bible to
fout, but he didn't keer shucks. He was
eatin' away when a man steps in and
says the font was ready to be titten,
and the monstrously powerful gineral
hurries out and don't pay fur his break-fust.- "

"But I told yo to go arter him," said
the wife.

"Ves, Hanner, you did, and I went
along, but jest then the font begun.
Sokes alive, but I never want to see an-

other sich time!"
"What did you see?" I asked.
"Why, the awfnlest, powerfulcst

sights in the world, sah. They tore
down the hogpen, upsot the hen roost,
wrecked the mewl shed and trumped
all my garden sass into the airth.and if
I hadn't stood right thar with a club
they'd hev stole all our soft soap and
hard cider."

"And Is that all?"
"Is that all? Why, what nr' yo' look- -

in' fur, stranger? Mebbe yo'd druther
sumbody else would tell yo' about this
fout sumbody who wasn't yere!"

"Yes, mebbe he'd druther!" added
the wife, as I started for the gate.
Chicago Evening News.

The Loat Dlaablltty.
A bill fntroduced by Representative

Gaines, of Tennessee reveals the fact
that there Is still upon the statute book
a law which stops an
soldier from serving as a federal grand
or petit juror. This disability was once
removed, but crept into the law again
by a revision. Now It will be repealed.
With the repertl will pass the lust disa-

bility resulting from the war. Chicago
Chronicle.

Schley's Ballaoa Aaeeaaloa.
Admiral Schley delights in telling

how he was once an amateur aeronaut.
As a boy he visited a Maryland county
fair, ascended In a balloon which rose 80

feet in the air, was wrecked and let Its
occupants fall into an apple tree. All
were more or less hurt except fiaiiley,
who escaped with a few contusions.

' '"Cincinnati Enquirer.

Her Coaatrnetloa.'
Mrs. Capt. TJraggington My husband

won renown on the tented field.
Sally Gray Why. I didn't know he

hnd ever traveled with a circus! The

UNCLE SNOWBALL.

"Pooooaol ttrkollrkahoao" of oa
Aran Cook Who Viewed Its

War from tho Rear.

All mewels is cussid. De most of dem
is cussider dan de udders. Caliber 6$

wuz far and away de cussidest one ob de
hull lot. He could turn jack fur de ud
ders, and gib dem high and low, and yit
beat dem out ob de game of cussidneis
ebbery time. 1 don't believe in meracle
ez a jinerul rule, and yit it wuz alluz a
meracle to me how much cussidness
could be crammed into one mewel'a
hide widdout swellin' him bigger'n a
balloon.

Most ob de time Caliber GJ'd be so
patient and good and innersunt dat
I'd lub him like a brudder. He'd tote
ebbery t'ing I could pile onto him and
me on top ull day widdout a grunt, and
trot erlong at de head ob de cslyum, so's
I'd be de fust one inter camp when we'd
stop, and hab Mistuh Joe's suppeb
ready foh him afore anybody else's.
He'd be hongrier'n a meat ax foh corn
and hay, and yit wag his little paint-
brush tail like a dog's when I'd tote
him an arm load ob cot ton wood brush
foh his suppeh. He'd flop eround dem
saddlebag ears ob his'n in a pleased,
thankful way, ez if I'd brung him de
best fodder dar wuz in Yirginny, and
dem great big, soft, lamblike eyes ob
his'n'd turn on me ez if he'd say: "Vou'a
a jewel and my best friend. I nebber
kin lub you enuf."

But a'ter de surgeon hod fixed up my
bones free or four times, I lnrned, in
bitterness ob heurt, dat when he looked
at me dat I'd better keep a mile
from his heels, and hab a big club
handy. His goodness wuz alius a weath-
er breeder.

For days afore we made dut forced
night march t'rough Snicker's Gap tuh
head off de rebels from Washington,
Caliber 65 had been so awful good dat
I wuz skeered. I knowed he wuz lay in'
fur siimfin, but what dat sunifin wuz
I couldn't guess. Dat wuz de dumb-fuscatio- n

ob it. You nebber could tell
when and whur he'd break out. He
wuz cunninger dun a sheep-killi- dog.

Dut night ebberybody and ebbery-thin- g

wuz through Snicker's
Gup ez if de world wuz comin' tuh an
end. It wuz "Forward! Forward!
Quick time! Double-quick!- " ebbery
minnit wid men and teams and can-
nons. I wuz ridin' on Caliber 63, on
top ob a hull lot ob camp truck, and he
wuz doin jest splendid. I wuz ahead
ob ebberybody else, jest behind de rear
ob de regiment, and in front ob de am-

bulances and company wagons. We'd
dun come tuh dut place you'll remem
ber whur it s a steep rock all de way
dow n on one side, and a steep clill
straight up on de udder, wid only room
enuf foh de road. Dar's only one sich
place in de gap, and ebberybody knows
it. De night wuz ez dark ez pitch, and
Caliber 65 had nebber been dnr afore
in his life, but dut blimmed fool smart-
ness a mewel has told him dar wuz his
chance. I done felt him sot his fore
legs down solid and stiff, and stop. My
hair riz, fur I knowed what wuz com
in'.

Pe ambulance driver run into ns, but
Caliber 65 nigh kicked the head often
bofe his horses in two sweeps, widdout
budgin' bis forefeet more'n If , dey'd
growed dar.

"Go ahead dar, you mullet-heade- d son
of a Senegambian slush-bile- r, wid your
measly, mump-face- d mewel, swore de
ambulance driver. De fust thing dat I
could lay my hands on wuz de frying
pun. I pulled it out and begin lurrupin
Caliber 65 ober his head. I knowed
it'd be no use toward movin him till Be
got ready, but it relieved my feelings.

De udder ambulance bumped into de
head one, and he swore wuss dan de ud-

ders, ez wuz his privilege. De company
wugons bumped into the headquarters'
wagon, bflt dey didn't dare to tuh cuss
de headquarters' teamster ez dey wnnt-e- d

tuh, but took it out on one an udder.
De wagon master he cum up, and swore
wuss dan all ob dem put tugedder,
which wuz his right.

He wanted to git at me, and frow de
mewel und me ober de cliff into de gully

ME AN CALIBER 65.

below, but de read wuz so anrrow he
couldn't pass de wagons, and had tuh
take it out in swenrin'.

Den de aids begin tuh come up, wid:
"De gineilil'scompliments, and what de
hell's de nutter?"

Dey talked ob doin all sorts ob awful
thlnpa. Some wanted tuh send a com-

pany through Se woods on de udder
side, so's tuh shoot acrost and kill de
mule. Some wanted tuh send men up
on top ob de hill tuh heave rocks down
and smash him. None ob dem talked ob
slippin' up behind de mewel. Dey'd bin
too long in de army foh dat. Caliber
65's heels kept de ground in de rear
dear ob all corners. Nobody seemed
tuh keer a fleeter what happened tuh
de culled gentleman on de mewel while
dey wuz him. Dar wz too many
niggers rouail de army, anyhow. One
wouldn't be missed.

After a couple hours I'd quit poundin
Caliber 05 wid de fryin pan, 'kase I wuz
done tired out ond'd settled down dnt I
wuz tuh die somehow, and dat very
soon, when suddenly, ez If he'd jest
thought ob It, he picked p his fore feet
and went trottin erlong ez if he wuz in
ez big a hurry ez anybody else tuh save
Washington from de rebels.

Eberrybody wuz too tired dat night
when we got tuh camp tuh kill de
mewel and me. e dey wanted tuh. De
next day dey had a power ob udder
things tuh think erbout more im-

portant dan all de mewels and all de
niggers dls side ob Kinjioin Come,
National Tribune. .
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